CRE 


Cre^diblenes?. n f. [from credible,] Credibility; worthinefs 
• of belief; juft claim to belief. 

The crediblenefs of a good part of thefe narratives has been 
confirmed to me by a pra&ifer of phyfick in the Eaft Indies. 

Boyle’S Hi/lory of Finnnefs: 
Cre'diblv. a din [front credible .] In a manner that claims 

belief. ; • 

This, with the lofs of fo few of the Englifh as is fcarce 
credible, being, as hath been rather confidently than credibly 
reported, but of one man, though not a few hurt* Bacon. 
CREDIT, « /. [credit, French.] 

1. Belief. 

When the people heard thefe words, they gave no credit 
unto them, nor received them. i Mae. x. 46. 

I may give credit to reports. Addifod s Spectator, NT 13®’ 

Some iecret truths, from learned pride conceal’d. 

To maids alone and children are reveal’d : 

What though no credit doubting wits may give, 

The fair and innocent fhall ftill believe. Pope’s Pa. of Lock. 

2. Honour; reputation. 

I publilhed, be'caufe I was told I might pleafe fuch as it was 
a credit to pleafe. Pope. 

3 . Efteem ; good opinion. 

There is no decaying merchant, or inward beggar, hath lo 
many tricks to uphold the credit of their wealth, as theie empty 
perfons have to maintain the credit of their fufficiency. Bacon. 
His learning, though a poet faid it, 

Before a play, would lofe no credit. Swift. 

Yes, while I live, no rich or noble knave, 

Shall walk the world in credit to his grave. Pope s liar. b. ii. 
cl. Faith ; teftimony. 

We arc contented to take this upon your credit * and to 
think it maybe. Hooker * b. iv. fed. 12. 

The things which we properly believe, be only fuch as are 
received upon the credit of divine teftimony. Hooker , b. v. 

The author would have done well to have left lo gieat a 
paradox only to the credit of a fingle afiertion. Locke. 

5. Truft repofed. ... 

Credit is nothing but the expe&ation of money, within 

fome limited time. Locke. 

6. Promife given. 

They have never thought of violating the pubhek credit* 
or of alienating the revenues to other ufes than to what they 
have been thus°affigned. Addifon’s Remarks on Italy, 

n. Influence ; power not compulfive ; intereft. # 

She employed his uttermoft credit to relieve us, which was 
as great as a beloved fen with a mother. . Sidney. 

They lent him likewife a copy of their Explication to the 
kino-, and defined him to ufie his credit that a treaty might be 
entered into. Clarendon* b. ... 

Having credit enough with his mafter to provide for his own 
intereft, he troubled not himfelf for that of other men. Claren. 
To Cre'dit. v.a. [credo, Latin.] 

1. To bejieve. 

Now I change my mind. 

And partly credit things that do prefage. Shakefp. Jul. Caf 
To credit the unintelligibility both of this union and mo- 
tion, we need no more than to confider it. Glanv. Scepf c. 4. 

2. To procure credit or honour to any thing. 

May here her monument ftand fo. 

To credit this rude age ; and Ihow 
To future times, that even we 
Some patterns did of virtue fee. 

It was not upon defign to credit thefe papers, nor to com- 
pliment a fociety fo much above flattery. Glanv. ScepJ. BreJ. 

A At prefent you credit the church as much by your govern- 
ment, as you did the f'chool formerly by your wit. South. 

3. To truft ; to confide in. 

4. To admit as a debtor. 

Gre'di TABLE. adj. [from credit.] 

1. Reputable; above contempt. .. . , • 

' 1-Ie fettled him in a good creditable way of living, havin 0 
procured him by his intereft one of the heft places j of F the 
country. Arbuthnot s ILi/lory of Join Bull. 

o Flonourable ; cftimable. 

The contemplation of things, that do not ferve to promote 
our happinefs, ,s but a more fpecious and ^ f 

idlenefs, a more pardonable and credible 

Cre'bitableness. n. f [from creditable.} Reputation; efti- 

m Among all thefe fnares, there is none more entangling than 
the creditablmcfs and repute of cuftomary . f Thout 

will chufe rather to neglefl . their 
creditably, than to get a broken pa^e ^ 

oidy to be rewarded with that which w SefmnSi 

cTmron. n.f. {.creditor, Latin.] He to whom a debt is 
owed : he that gives-credit : correlative to aebto • 


C R E 

There came divers of Anthonio’s creditors in my company 
to Venice, that iwear he cannot chufe but break. Shakefpeare. 

I am fo ufed to confider myfelf as creditor and debtor, that 
I often ftatc my accounts after the fame manner, with regard 
to heaven and my own foul. AddiJ'on s Spectator, NT 54^ 
No man of honour, as that word is ufually underftooj, did 
ever pretend that his honour obliged him to be chafte or tem- 
pera, e, to pay his creditors * to be ufcful to his country, to do 
good to mankind, to endeavour to he wife or learned, to re- 
gard his word, his promife, or his oath. inuft, 

Credu'lity. n.f [credulite, French; credulitas, Latin.] Eafi- 
nefs of belief ; readinefs of credit. 

The poor Plangus, being iubjecl to that only difadvantage 
of honeft Hearts, credulity * was perfuaded by him. Sidney. 

The prejudice of credulity may, in fome meafure, be cured 
by learning to fet a high value on truth. IVatts’s Logick . 

CREDULOUS, adj. [. creclulus * Latin.] Apt to believe; un- 
fufpe&ing ; eafily deceived. 

A credulous' father* and a brother noble, 

Whofe nature is fo far from doing harm. 

That he lufpedls none. Shakejpeare' s King Lear. 

Cre'dulousness. n.f [from credulous.'] Aptnefs to believe ; 
credulity. 

Creed, n.f [from credo* the fir ft word of the apoftles creed.] 

1 . A form of words in which the articles of faith are compre- 
hended. 

The larger and fuller view of this foundation is fet down in 
the creeds of the church. Hammond on Fundamentals. 

Will they,' who decry creeds and creedmakeFS, fay that one 
who writes' a treatife of morality ought not to make in it any 
collection of moral precepts? _ _ Fiddcs’s Sermons. 

2. Any folemn profeflion of principles or opinion. 

For me, my lords, . 

I love him not, nor fear him ; there’s my creed. Shakefp . 
To Creek, v. a. [ See Bo Creak.] To make a hailh 
noife. 

Shall 1 flay here, 

Crc eking my flioes on the plain mafonry. Shakefpean* 

CREEK, n.f [cpecca, Sax. kreke* Dutch.] 

1. A prominence or jut in a winding coaft. 

As ftreams, which with their winding banks do play, _ 
Stopp’d by their creeks* run foftly through the plain. Davies. 

They on the bank of Jordan, by a creek * 

Where winds with reeds and ofiers whifp’ring play. 

Their unexpected lofs and plaints outbreath d. Lai ad. Reg. 

2. A fmall port; a bay; a cove. 

A law was made here to flop their paffage m every port 

and creek. Davies m Irl!md • 

3. Any turn, or alley. 

A back-friend, a fhoulder-clapper ; one that commands 
The paflao-es of alleys, creeks , and narrow lands. Shakefp. 
Cre'eky. adj. [from creek.] hull of creeks; un, equal; 

winding. 

Who, leaning on the belly of a pot, 

Pour’d forth a water, whofe outgufhing flood 
Ran bathing all the creeky fhore a-fiot, 

Whereon the Trojan prince fpilt 1 urnus’ blood. Spenjei. 
To CREEP, v. n. [preter. crept ; cjrypan, Sax. krepan* Germ.., 
1. To move with the belly to the ground without legs; as a 


worm. 


Ye that walk 

The earth, and {lately tread, or lowly creep l MH.Va.Lof. 

And every creeping thing that creeps the ground. Milton. 
If they cannot diftinguilh creeping from flying, let them ay 
down Virgil, and take up Ovid de Ponto. DrycL Dcdicat. Jtn. 

2. To grow along the ground, or on other fupports. 

^Fhe grottos cool, with fhady poplars crown d, 

And creeping vines on arbours weav’d around. _ Dryam. 

3. To move forward without bounds or leaps ; as infects. 

4. To move flowly and feebly. 

To-morrow, and to-morrow, and to-morrow, 

Creeps in this petty pace from day to day, 

To the laft fvllable of recorded time. Shakefp. Ma 
J Why fhould a man 

Sleep when he wakes, and creep into the jaundice . 
By being peeviih ? _ Shakefpeare s Merman f ^ 

He who creeps after plain, dull, common en e, 1S ]. 0 f 
committing abfurdities; but can 

5. To move fecretly and clandeftinely. 

I’ll creep up into the chimney.- ■ . ,. ; eces; 

—There they always ufe to difeharge their b:ru 3 -p ^ 

creep into the kiln-hole. Shakefp. Merry IP ives of » J 
Whate’er you are. 

That in this defart inacceflible, 

Under the (hade of melancholy boughs, j nw,, 

Lofe and neglefl the creeping hour, of time. , J 
Of this fort are they which creep into houfes, a ^ _ P. 

tive filly women. ... 1 • „u th^beafts 

Thou makeft darknefs, and it is night wherejn JH ^ ^ 

of the fqreft do creep forth. j jqoW 
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Now and then a work or two has crept in to k \ ^ 

defien in countenance. . J : L J J' 

6. To move timoroufly without foaring, or venturing 

da p S ara S dife Loft is admirable; but am I therefore bound to 
maintain, that there are no flats amongft his elevations, when 
it is evident he creeps along fometimes for above an hundred 
]* t o-ether ? JJvy&cw • 

1 We here took a little boat, to creep along the fea-fhore as 
far as Genoa. Add] on s Remarks on Italy. 

... To come unexpected ; to fteal forward unheard and unfeen. 
By thofe gifts of nature and fortune he creeps , nay he hies, 
into' the favour of poor filly women. Sidney* b. 11. 

It feems, the marriage of his brother’s wife 
Has crept too near his confcicnce. 

-No, his confidence 



Jude* iv. 


Has crept too near another lady. ^Shakefpeare' s Henry VIII. 
Neceflity enforced them, after they grew full of people, to 
{bread themfelves, and creep out of Shinar, or Babylonia. 

1 Raleigh's Hijlory. 

None pretends to know from how remote corners of 
thofe frozen mountains, fome of thofe fierce nations firft crept 

out. , X mple ' 

It is not to he expeded that every one fhould guard his un- 

derftanding from being impofed on, by the fophiftry which 
creeps into moft of the books of argument. Lode. 

8. To behave with fervility ; to fawn ; to bend. 

They were us’d to bend. 

To fend their fmiles before them to Achilles, 

To come as humbly as they us’d to creep 
To holy altars. Shakefpeare s Troilus and Crejfda. 

Cre'eper. n f [from creep.] 

1. A plant that fupports itfelf by means of fome ftronger body. 

Plants that put forth their fap haftily, have bodies not pro- 
portionable to their length ; therefore they are winders or 
creepers’, as ivy, briony, and woodbine. Bacon's Nat. Hijlory. 

2. An iron ufed to Aide along the grate in kitchens. 

3. A kind of patten or clog worn by women. 

Cree'phole. n.f. [ creep and hole.] 

1 . A hole into which any animal may creep to cfcape danger. 

2. A fubterfuge ; an excufe. 

Cree'pingly. adv. [from creeping.] Slowly; after the man- 
ner of a reptile. 

The joy, which wrought into Pygmalion’s mind, was even 
fuch as, by each degree of Zelmanc’s words, crecpingly entered 
into Philoclea’s. Sidney* b. ii. 

Crema'tion. n.f [crematio* Latin.] A burning. 

CREMOR. n.f. [Latin.] A milky fubftance ; a foft liquor re- 
fembling cream. 

The food is fwallowed into the ftomach, where, mingled 
with diflolvent juices, it is reduced into a chyle or cremor. Ray. 
Cremated, adj. [from crena* Latin ] Notched; indented. 
The Cells are prettily crenatcd* or notched quite round the 
edges; but not ftraited dow.n to any depth. JVoodw. on Foffils. 
Cre'pane. n.f. [With farriers.] An ulcer feated in the 
midft of the forepart of the foot, caufed by a bilious, {harp, 
and biting humour that frets the {kin, or by a hurt given by 
flunking of the hinder feet. Farrier's Did. 

T o CRETIT AT E. v. n. [crepito* Latin.] To make a fmall 
crackling noife. 

Crepitation, n.f [from crepitate.] 
noife. 

CreTt. particip. [from creep.] 

T here are certain men crept in unawares. 

This fair vine, but that her arms furround 
Her marry’d elm, had crept along the ground. Pope. 

GREPU'SCULE. n. f. [cfepujculum* Lat.] Twilight. Did. 
C r e pufisc u lou-s. adj . [crcpufculum* Latin.] Glimmering; in a 
ftate between light and darknefs. 

A clofe apprehenfion of the one, might perhaps afford a 
glimmering light and crepufculous glance of the other. Brown. 
I he beginnings of philofophy were in a crepufculous obfeu- 
> rit 7 ’ lt i s yet fcarce paft the dawn. Glanv. ScepJ'. c. 22. 
CRE y SCEN 1 . adj. [from crefco* Latin.] Increafing; growing; 
in a ftate of increafe. 0 

I have feen him in Britain : he was then of a crefcent 

not:e * ’ Shakefpeare' s Cymbeline. 

With thefe in troop 

Came Aftoreth, whom the Phoenicians call’d 
Aftarte, queen of heaven, with crefcent horns. Milt. P. L. 
Crescent. n.J. [crefcens* Lat.] The moon in her ftate of 
increafe ; any fimilitude of the moon increafing. 

My pow’r’s a crefcent, and my auguring hope 
Says it will come to th’ full. Shakefp. Anthony and Cleopatra. 

Or Badfrian fophy, from the horns 
3T Turkifh crefcent * leaves all wafte beyond 
he realm of Aladule, in his retreat. Milton's Paracl. Lojl . 
Jove in dufky clouds involves the fkics. 

And the faint crefcent {hoots by fits before their eyes. Dryd. 
'T'n u tW ° cre f centi of tranfluccnt horn, 

'rfWp /! ° f rr a11 their y° un g.i increafe adorn. Pope's Odyjfcy. 
y 0L j * aev ' [ rom crefco* Latin.] Increafing; growing. 


So the prince obfettr’d his contemplation 
Under the veil of wildnefs, which, no doubt. 

Grew like the fummer-grafs, fafteft by „ y, 

Unfeen, yet crefcive in his faculty _ Shakefp. ■ ' ' 

Cr ess, n. f [perhaps from crejco* it being a quu. & ^ 

A, i«twer confifts of four leaves, placed in form of a croft; 
the pointal arilcs from the center of the flower-cup, and b 
comes a roundilb fmooth fruit, d.v.ded mto two ce ls, and 
fumilhed with feeds, generally fmooth. It is cultivated as 
fatlad-herb, and chiefly efteemed in the W inter and ^ g» 
being one of the warm kind. , . 

His court with nettles and with 
With foups unbought, and fall ads,, bleft hisToaid. P p * 

Cee'sset. n.f [croijfcte, Fr. becaufe beacons had croflcs an- 
ciently on their tops ] A great light let upon a beacon, , 
houfe, or watch-tower. Honour. 1 hey ftill taile 
in Scotland by carrying about the fire- crofs< 

At my nativity 

The front of heav’n was full of firy fparks. 

Of burning creffets. Shakefpearis Henry iv . p- L. 

From the arched roof, 

Pendent by fubtle magick, many a row 

Of ftarry lamps, and blazing creffets* fed 

With naphtha and afphaltus, yielded light 

As from a fky. Milton’s Paradije Loft* b. 1. I. Jzbs 

CREST'. n\ ft [ crifta * Latin.] . 

1. The plume of feathers on the top of the ancient helmet. 

His valour, fhewn upon our crefts to-day. 

Hath taught us how to cherifh fuch high deeds, 

Ev’n in the bofom of our adverfaries. Shakefp. Henry Iv« 

2. The comb of a cock. 


Otliers, on ground 


Walk’d firm ; the defied cock, whofe clarion founds 

The filcnt hours. Miltons Paradife Loft* b.x ii. /.442c 

3. The ornament of the helmet in heraldry. 

Of what efteem crefts were, in the time of king Edward 
the third’s reign, may appear by his giving an eagle, which he 
himfelf had formerly born, for a crcft to William Montacute, 
earl of Salifbury. Camden’s Remains . 

The horn ; 

It was a ere ft ere thou waft born : 

Thy father’s father wore it. Shakefpeare s As you like it . 

4. Any tuft or ornament on the head ; as lome which the poets 
afiign to ferpents. 

Their crefts divide, 

And, tow’ring o’er his head, in triumph ride. Dryd. Virgil. 

5. Pride; fpirit; fire; courage; loftinefs of mien. 

When horfes fhould endure the bloody lpur, 

T hey fall their crefts. Shakefpeare* 

Created, adj. [from creft ; cri flatus* Latin.] 


2. 


A fmall crackling 


Adorned with a plume or creft. 

The bold Afcalonitcs, 

Then grov’ling foil’d their crefted helmets in the duft. AL;t. 

At this, for new replies he did not ftay ; 

But lac’d his crefted helm, and ftrode away* Dry den. 

Wearing a comb. 

The creftcd bird fhall bv experience know, 

Jove made not him his mafter-piece below. Dryden’s Fables . 
Crest-fallen, adj. [ creft and fall.] Dejected ; funk; 
difpirited ; cowed ; heartlefs ; fpiritlefs. 

I warrant you, they would whip me with their fine wits* 
’till I were as crcft -fallen as a dried pear. Sh. Mer. IV. oflVindf. 

They prolate their words in a whining kind of querulous 
tone, as if they were ftill complaining and creft -fallen . HoweL 
Cre'stless. adj. [from crcft.] Not dignified with coat- 
armour ; not of any eminent family. 

His grandfather was Lionel duke of Clarence, 

Third fon to the third Edward king of England, 

Sprung creft lefts yeomen from fo deep a root. Shakefpeare . 

CRE FADEOUS. adj. [creta* chalk, Lat.] Abounding with 
chalk ; having the qualities of chalk ; chalky. 

What gives the light, feems hard to fay ; whether it be the 
cretaceous fait, the nitrous fait, or fome igneous particles. Grew. 
Nor from the fable ground expedt fuccefs, 

Nor from cretaceous , ftubborn and jejune. Philips : 

Creta'ted. adj. [ cretatus , Latin.] Rubbed with chalk. Djd. 
Cre'vice. n.J. [from never * Er. crcparc * Latin, to burft ] A 
crack ; a cleft ; a narrow opening. 

I pried me through the crevice of a wall. 

When for his hand he had his two fons heads. Shakefpeare. 
I thought it no breach of good -manners to peep at a crevice , 
^ and look in at people fo well employed. Addijon’s Spedator. 
CREW, n.f [probably from epub, Saxon.] 

1. A company of people affociated for any purpofe; as gallant 
crew* for troops. Chevy- chafe. 

There a noble crew 
Of lords and ladies flood on every fide, 

Which, with their prefence fair, the place much beautify ’d 0 


2. The company of a {hip. 


Fairy Queen * b. u cant. 4. ftanz. 
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